
Leading Green Building Consultant Warns: Green Jobs are Not an Automatic
Fix for Either Economy or Environment

Jerry Yudelson, the leading green building consultant, has published a new white paper and
produced a new YouTube video to clarify the impact of green jobs on the economy and the
environment.

Tucson, AZ (PRWEB) May 20, 2009 -- In the current uncertain economic climate, it's easy to accept the logic of
investing in green technologies as the ultimate tonic for both an ailing planet and a sick economy. But the
sweeping claims being made about this solution to the nation's current economic problems merits closer scrutiny,
says Jerry Yudelson, author of eight books on corporate sustainability and green building. 
 
 
 
 "The idea that green jobs can solve both climate change and the current recession is a tall order," says Yudelson,
as he explains that both of these issues are incredibly complicated problems that require thoughtful, carefully
calculated solutions. "Green investment is certainly a remedy for hard times," he adds, "but it may not be a cure."
 
 Yudelson's analysis of the impact of green investment and green job creation is contained in a new white paper
"Green Jobs: Separating Hype from Reality," published by his firm, Yudelson Associates, and co-authored with
Jaime Galayda, PhD. The report investigates the job definitions, growth forecasts, and investment projections that
paint a more complete picture of the relationship between green jobs, government action to address climate
change, and the health of the nation's economy.
 
 In order to separate hype from reality, the authors first attempt to clarify the definition of what constitutes a
"green economy" job. They quote Van Jones, special advisor to the White House Council on Environmental
Quality and author, who posits that these are either jobs related to blue-collar employment that has been upgraded
to better respect the environment or family-supporting, career track, vocational or trade-level employment in
environmentally-friendly fields.
  
 Examples of these types of jobs would include solar panel and solar hot water installers, farmers engaged in
biofuel production, renewable energy power station technicians, and construction workers who build
energy-efficient buildings.
 
 But how many of these jobs can be tied to economic recovery? According to the Yudelson white paper, green
employment in the U.S. will be turbocharged by the passage of The American Recovery & Reinvestment Act,
a.k.a. the "stimulus package," in February, 2009. The bill provides $75 billion for energy efficiency, renewable
energy and the smart grid. In addition, the Obama administration's 2010 budget includes significant revenues
from proposed carbon cap and trade rules, with as much as $150 billion in carbon reduction revenues targeted for
clean energy programs and tax incentives by 2018.
 
 These aggregate spending programs and tax cuts will create an enormous number of environment-oriented jobs
over the next several years, but how large a number? The Conference of Mayors' green jobs report forecasts 1.5
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million green jobs by 2018  in power generation, retrofits for buildings, and renewable fuels- plus another
846,000 jobs in related engineering, legal, research, and consulting positions.
 
 Another forecast from the The Center for American Progress and the Political Economy Research Institute at the
University of Massachusetts estimate that $100 billion invested in green economic recovery programs over the
next two years could create 2 million green jobs in renewable energy, advanced biofuels, "smart grid"
improvements, expanding mass transit and freight rail lines, and energy efficient building retrofits.
 
 But this new employment will only partially offset the loss of five million jobs already suffered in the nation's
recession. Likewise, the president's Council of Economic Advisors estimates that the stimulus spending will
create or save 3 million jobs by the fourth quarter of 2010. Many of these jobs - but certainly not all - will be
"green."
 
 Bottom line, according to the Yudelson white paper, government spending, including on green job creation, will
have an enormous impact on job creation overall, but federal and state environmental initiatives will not replace
every lost job with a green one. Says Yudelson, the leading green building consultant, "What's really at issue here
is how we can invest productively to create the maximum number of new jobs." 
 
 He suggests that retrofitting existing buildings for energy efficiency is the best place to start, because reductions
in energy costs will have a more immediate effect than investments in renewable energy. As far as he's concerned,
"that's job one in the current economic downturn."
 
 For access to the Yudelson "Green Jobs: Separating Myth from Reality" white paper, go to: 
http://www.greenbuildconsult.com/books/#greenjobs
 
 To view a 90-second YouTube video clip entitled: "Green Building & Green Jobs: Where's the Beef?" featuring
highlights of Jerry Yudelson's perspective on green jobs, please go to: 
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=U9fNJTETWBE
 
 About Yudelson Associates
 
 Yudelson Associates is a leading international firm in sustainability planning and green building consulting. The
founder, Jerry Yudelson, is widely acknowledged as one of the nation's leading experts on green building and
green development. He is the author of eight green building books and serves as Research Scholar for Real Estate
Sustainability for the International Council of Shopping Centers, a 70,000-member international trade
organization. He is a frequent green building speaker at industry and professional conferences and chaired the
industry's largest annual show, Greenbuild, from 2004 through 2009.
 
 For more information on Yudelson Associates please visit http://www.greenbuildconsult.com.
 
 Individuals may also use this site to subscribe to Yudelson's green building blog and/or his Green Build Bulletin
E-Newsletter.
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Contact Information
 Jerry Yudelson
 Yudelson Associates
 http://www.greenbuildconsult.com
 520-207-9759
 
 

Online Web 2.0 Version
You can read the online version of this press release here.

PRWebPodcast Available 
Listen to Podcast MP3  Listen to Podcast iTunes  Listen to Podcast OGG 
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